Student Handout # 5
Letter to Canada Post

Canadian artist Charles Comfort has argued that the postage stamp is “a valuable instrument of discreet national publicity.  The stamp carries its message far afield.  A well designed stamp … brings to the recipient, whether at home or abroad, something of the character, the national dignity, the contemporary awareness of the state in which it had its origin.”
 

You too believe that decisions regarding the images on Canada’s postage stamps should not be taken lightly.  
Canada Post’s policy guidelines state that Canada’s stamps should “evoke Canadian history, traditions or accomplishments.”
 What history should be evoked?  This is your chance to take a stand!  
Write a letter to the Stamp Advisory Committee of Canada Post, whose job it is to recommend stamp content and designs for the approval of the Board of Directors of Canada Post.  

Use the criteria of historical significance to argue that a significant event in the history of the development of one of Canada’s social programs should be commemorated on a Canadian postage stamp.
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