Primary Sources on Canada’s Reaction to War, 1914
1. A picture outside of the Toronto Star office, midnight, August 4, 1914
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2. Cheer after cheer from the crowds of people who had waited long and anxiously for the announcement of Great Britain’s position in the present conflict in Europe greeted the news that the Mother Country had declared war against Germany. Groups of men sang “Rule Britannia,” others joined in singing “God Save the King”; some showed their sense of the seriousness of the situation by singing “Onward Christian Soldiers”….

Toronto Mail and Empire, August 5, 1914.

3. Joseph Pope, The Flag of Canada (Ottawa: Pope, 1912), front cover:
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4. Countries of origin of immigrants coming to Canada in 1913:

	Rank
	Nationality
	Number of people
	% of total immigration

	1
	U.K.
	150 542
	37.4

	2
	U.S.
	139 009
	34.5

	3
	Russian
	  18 623
	  4.6

	4
	Ruthenian (Ukranian)
	  17 420
	  4.3

	5
	Chinese
	    7 445
	  1.9


Canada Year Book, 1916.

5. It is our duty to let Great Britain know and to let our friends and foes of Great Britain know that there is in Canada but one mind and one heart and that all Canadians are behind the mother country, conscious and proud that she has engaged in this war, to save civilization from the unbridled lust of conquest and power.

Sir Wilfred Laurier, former Prime Minister, speaking in debate 

in the House of Commons as leader of the opposition, 1914.
6.

Q. Did you want to be in this war?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you crazy?

A. Yes, we were crazy, but we didn’t know it.

Q. Did you have any idea what it was going to be like?

A. No, we didn’t have any idea what it was going to be like.

Q. What did you think war was?

A. An adventure. We never thought about being killed, you know. I thought I was going to be able to come home and tell everybody about it. It never entered my mind that I might not come back. We wanted to get to it as fast as we could, because it might be over before we got there.

Interview with Canadian WW 1 veteran Leslie Hudd, aged 86, August 25, 1983.

7. Rents are unpaid, families are living on not half rations, and in many homes not knowing where the next meal is coming from. Many heads of families are feeling the pressure mentally; two men, one with a wife and seven small children, the other with a wife and two small children, have been unable to stand up to the depression. One became mentally unbalanced and died of starvation in the hospital, and the other took his own life, both leaving their families destitute.

From an Ontario report on unemployment, 1913.

8. Political cartoon: “The Dance of Death,” The Grain Growers’ Guide, October, 1914
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9. Political cartoon: “Shoulder to Shoulder,” The Grain Growers’ Guide, November, 1914
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