ATT 4 
ROLE OF THE PRIME MINISTER

The following is a brief explanation of the duties and expectations of the Prime Minister of Canada.  Information from, http://canadaonline.about.com/cs/primeminister/a/pmrole.htm and http://www43.statcan.ca/04/04a/04a_001b_e.htm.

Prime Minister as Head of Government

The prime minister of Canada is head of the executive branch of the Canadian federal government. The Canadian prime minister provides leadership and direction to government with the support of a cabinet, which the prime minister chooses, the prime minister's office of political staff, and the privy council office of non-partisan public servants who provide a focal point for the Canadian public service.

Prime Minister as Cabinet Chair

Cabinet is a key decision-making forum in Canadian government.

The Canadian prime minister decides on the size of cabinet and selects cabinet ministers - usually members of parliament and at least one senator - and assigns their department responsibilities and portfolios. In selecting the members of cabinet, the prime minister tries to balance Canadian regional interests, ensures an appropriate mix of anglophones and francophones, and makes sure that women and ethnic minorities are represented.

The prime minister chairs cabinet meetings and controls the agenda.
Final Note
The Prime Minister must also ensure that everything he does while in public office is supportive of the wishes of his constituency for which he is representing in parliament.

