Timeline for Analysis

1969: French and English are both declared official languages of Canada.

1970: French terrorists (alleged separatists) kidnap Quebec Minister of Labour and Immigration (Pierre Laporte) and Federal troops temporarily suspend civil liberties.

1974: French becomes official language of Quebec.

1976: Party that is pledged to Quebec separatism wins 1976 provincial election and passes measures to strengthen the movement -- English language teaching/use severely restricted (1977).

1980: Quebec voters reject separation.

1982: Canadian constitution is amended which recognizes the right of both languages to exist in all parts of Canada and also completed the transference of constitutional powers from Great Britain to Canada (Quebec does not sign it).

1987: Meech Lake Accord – Attempt to recognize Quebec as a “distinct society” and proposed extensive new powers be given to all provinces.  Quebec promises that it would accept the 1982 constitution if the accord was approved by all the rest of the provinces.  The House of Commons ratified the Meech Lake accord on June 22, 1988, but the accord died on June 23, 1990, after Newfoundland and Manitoba withheld their support.

1992: New constitutional powers are proposed.  They call for a decentralization of federal powers, an elected senate, and special recognition of Quebec as a distinct society.  In a referendum of that same year, Canadians decisively turned down the constitutional changes.

1995: Quebec voters narrowly turn down secession (separation) in a referendum.
