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It is very important to understand that the historical records of the Treaty 7 negotiations are written in English, using many complicated and legal terms.  Although not part of the official accounts of the treaty, the First Nations oral tradition of story telling is how the past is kept alive in many First Nations traditions.  It is the Elders among many First Nations who carry out the important job of telling the past to the younger generations; they are the ones who remember.  The Elders are the “living history or documents” of Treaty 7 and other historical events.  

Historians now realize the importance of accessing and understanding the Elders’ voices about events from the past, and there have been many projects to bring Elders together so that these stories can be written down and preserved.  These historical projects have collected accounts from many First Nations groups, including the Ten Grandmothers project, which recorded some First Nations Elder women’s’ voices.

Once the Elder voices of the different tribes involved in the Treaty 7 were collected and compared, the accounts of the events were very similar.  According to the Elders, Treaty 7 was a sacred agreement to bring peace and to share the land so that all people could survive.  As a sacred agreement, or promise, the sacred pipe was share between all before the talks even began.  The Elders are clear that the intent of the First Nations was never to sell or give up their land.  They believed that the land was given by the creator and could not be given away or sold by any people.

