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Canada: Rise and Decline of a Welfare State 

Pre WWI

· The social welfare system is largely funded by donations and run by charities and churches.

· The Liberal Party and the Conservative Party are Canada’s two federal parties.

WWI (1914-1919)
Post WWI

· Urbanization and industrialization spark debate over government involvement in the social welfare system.  

· The Progressive Party is born.

· 1927, Old Age Pension Act is passed.

Great Depression
· The need for some form of a welfare state is clear and reforms are attempted.  

· The Co-operative Commonwealth Party is born.

WWII (1939 – 1945)

· The federal government increases its involvement in all aspects of Canadian life. 

· 1940, Unemployment Insurance Act

· 1944, Family Allowance 

Post WWII era
· Canadians expect the federal government to continue or expand its role in their lives.

· The New Democratic Party replaces the CCF.

· Social reform beings in earnest and Canada is now truly a welfare state.

· 1966, Medical Care Act

· 1966, Canada Pension Plan

1970s

· Welfare state funding is at its peak. 

1980s & 1990s

· Severe cuts to welfare state programs are made.

