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The Enemy’s Force is now divided – Great Scarcity of Provisions in their Camp & universal Discontent among the Canadians – The 2d. officer in Command is gone to Montreal, or St. Johns wch. gives Reason to think that General Amherst is advancing into the Colony, a Vigorous Blow struck by the Army at this Juncture may determine the Fate of Canada, our Troops below are in Readiness to join us, all the Light Artillery & Tools  are embarked at the Point of Levi, & the Troops will Land, where the French seem least to expect it –…



The Officers & Men will remember what their Country expects from them, & what a determin’d  Body of Soldiers inured to War are Capable of Doing, Against 5 weak French Battalions, mingled with a disorderly Peasantry – 


The Soldiers must be attentive & obedient to their Officers, & resolute in the Execution of their Duty – 

(Wolfe on board the Sutherland, 12th of September 1759,  issues his plans for the attack on the following day).
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On board the Leostoff Septemr. 12th 1759.

From the Brigadiers – 

Sir


As we do not think ourselves sufficiently inform’d of the several parts which may fall to our share in the execution of the Descent you intend to morrow, We must beg leave to request from you as distinct orders as the nature of the thing will admit of, particularly to the place or places we are to attack; This circumstance, perhaps, very decisive, we cannot learn from the publick orders, neither may it be in the power of the Naval Officer who lands the Troops to instruct us – As we should be very sorry no less for the publick, than our own sakes, to commit any mistakes, We are persuaded you will see the necessity of this application which can proceed from nothing but a desire to execute your orders with the utmost punctuality






We are Sir







Your most obedt. Hble Servts.








Robt. Monckton








Geo. Townshend.








Ja. Murray.

To General Wolfe:

(A Letter from Monckton, Townshend, & Murray [Wolfe's three Brigadiers] to General Wolfe on 12th of September, 1759). 
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Canada will be taken this campaign, and assuredly during the next, if there be not some unforeseen good luck, a powerful diversion by sea against the English Colonies, or some gross blunders on the part of the enemy.


The English have 60,000 men, we at most from 10 to 11,000.  Our government is good for nothing; money and provisions will fail.  Through want of provisions, the English will begin first; the farms scarcely tilled, cattle lack; the Canadians are dispirited; no confidence in M. de Vaudreuil or in M. Bigot.  M. de Vaudreuil is incapable of preparing a plan of operations.  He has no activity; he lends his confidence to empirics rather than to the General sent by the King.  M. Bigot appears occupied only in making a large fortune for himself, his adherents and sycophants.  Cupidity had seized officers, store-keepers; the commissaries… are amassing astonishing fortunes…  



Everybody appears to be in a hurry to make his fortune before the Colony is lost, which event many, perhaps, desire, as an impenetrable veil over their conduct.  The craving after wealth has an influence on the war, and M. de Vaudreuil does not doubt it.  Instead of reducing the expenses of Canada, people wish to retain all; how abandon positions which serve as a pretext to make private fortunes?    I have often respectfully spoken to M. de Vaudreuil and M. Bigot of these expenses; each throws the blame on his colleague.  The people alarmed at these expenses, fear a depreciation in the paper money of the country; the evil effect is, the Canadians who do not participate in those illicit profits, hate the Government.  They repose confidence in the General of the French; accordingly, what consternation on a ridiculous rumor which circulated this winter that he had been poisoned …


If the wars continue, Canada will belong to the English, perhaps this very campaign, or the next.  If there be peace, the Colony is lost, if the entire government be not changed …


Our eight battalions will make three thousand two hundred men; the Colonials, at most, fifteen hundred men in the field.  What is that against at least fifty thousand men which the English have!

 (Louis-Joseph de Montcalm writing to his superiors[Marshal de Belle Isle] in Montreal on 12th of June 1759, Translated from French).

Adherents: attached in sympathy, or as a companion, partisan or follower.

Sychophants: mean, servile, clinging, or abject flatterer; a parasite or toady.

Cupidity: ardent desire, inordinate longing or lust, covetousness.
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It is not too much to demand an augmentation of eight thousand troops.  On arriving at Quebec, they will probably be reduced, by death or disease, to 6,000; consequently, we shall have only 18,000 to oppose against 60 thousand.  Is this too much?  Is it sufficient?  The situation of the country must be relied on, and calculations made on the mistakes of the enemy…


Quebec is not a strong place; all our hope depends on preventing the landing and having outside a flying camp of 4,000 men, to annoy the enemy in their march and during the siege; it is very improbably that the enemy is ignorant of the strength of the fleets which will be sent; ‘tis natural that they will oppose stronger ones, especially as they can station them in the most advantageous ports…



The people of Canada must naturally be quite tired of the war… they are told that the English will allow them freedom of religion, furnish them goods at a cheaper rate and pay liberally for the smallest service.  These ideas are spreading.  Some persons above the populace do not murmur and allow themselves to be seduced; the inhabitants of the cities will be the most easily debauched.

(Memoir on Canada. Author: Unknown, Translated from French).

Debauched: seduced or corrupted from duty or virtue.
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Thereupon, the enemy, despairing of vanquishing us, ashamed to retreat, determined to fit out a formidable fleet, armed with all the artillery that the infernal regions could supply for the destruction of human kind.  They displayed the British flag in the harbour of Quebec on the 24th May, 1759…  Our Generals did not fail to occupy most points where the enemy might land; but they could not guard them all.  The sickness suffered by our troops, lately from France, and the losses they sustained in two or three recent actions with the enemy, though victorious, weakened us considerable; and it became necessary to abandon Point Levi, directly opposite to and commanding Quebec.  They enemy soon occupied it and constructed their batteries; which commenced firing on the 24th July, in a manner to excite the greatest alarm in our unfortunate Communities of religious ladies …


In addition to these misfortunes, we had to contend with more than one enemy; famine, at all times inseparable from war, threatened to reduce us to the last extremity…


The enemy, more cautious in their proceedings, on observing our army, hesitated in landing all their forces.  We drove them from our redoubts, of which they had obtained possession…  Our army continued constantly ready to oppose the enemy.  They dared not attempt a second landing; but ashamed of inaction, they took to burning the country places…  


After remaining in vain nearly three months at anchor in the Port, they appeared disposed to retire, despairing of success; but the Almighty … inspired the English Commander with the idea of making another attempt before his departure, which was done by surprise during the night.  It was the intention, that night, to send supplies to a body of our troops forming an outpost of the heights near Quebec.  A miserable deserter gave the information to the enemy, and persuaded them that it would be easy to surprise us, and pass their boats by using our countersign…  By this plan the enemy found themselves on the heights near the city.  General de Montcalm, without loss of time, marched at the head of his army; but having to proceed about half a league, the enemy had time to bring up their artillery, and to form for the reception of the French.  Our leading battalions did not wait the arrival and formation of the other forces to support them, they rushed with their usual impetuosity on their enemies and killed a great number; but they were soon overcome by the artillery.  

(Narrative of the Doings During the Siege of Quebec, and the Conquest of Canada

Marie de la Visitation, Nun of the General Hospital of Quebec, Translated from French).

Redoubts: a type of fortification. A species of field work, usually square-shaped, and with little or 

                 no means of flanking defence. 
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To the Right Hon. William Pitt.




                                      On board the “Neptune,” June 6th, 1759.


Sir,-- By the report which I have the honour to enclose, you will see the strength of the army under my command, when they embarked and when they came to Louisbourg….The four new companies of  Rangers are so very bad that I expect no service from them… Several transports have not yet joined us; their provisions and their boats are very much wanted. However I have taken 3000 barrels of flour and biscuit from the contractor’s store at Louisbourg. I writ to General Amherst for money, but he could send me none; this is one of the first sieges, perhaps, that ever was undertaken without it. The camp equipage of three regiments is supposed to be either lost or taken upon the passage from Philadelphia. We have supplied them with tents from the ordnance stores, and must make the old kettles, etc., serve the campaign…


We expect to find a good part of the force of Canada at Quebec, and we are prepared to meet them. Whatever the end is, I flatter myself that his Majesty will not be dissatisfied with the behavior of the troops.





I have the honour to be, etc.,








J. Wolfe.

(Letter from Wolfe to Prime Minister Pitt on June, 1759).

Source 10

The check which the Grenadiers met with yesterday, will, it is hoped, be a lesson to them for the time to come; such impetuous, irregular and unsoldierlike proceedings destroy all order, make it impossible for their commanders to from any disposition for an attack, and put it out of the General's power to execute his plan.


The Grenadiers could not suppose that they alone could beat the French army, and therefore it was necessary that the corps under Brigadier Monckton and Brigadier Townshend should have time to join, that the attack might be general; the very first fire of the enemy was sufficient to repulse men who had lost all sense of order and military discipline; Amherst's and the Highland  regiments alone, by the soldierlike and cool manner they were formed in, would undoubtedly have beat back the whole Canadian army, if they had ventured to attack them.


The loss, however, is inconsiderable, and may be easily repaired, when a favourable opportunity offers, if the men will show a proper attention to their officers.

(Wolfe writing to his troops on July 31st, 1759-- after the defeat at the Falls of Montmorency). 
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Banks of the St. Lawrence, 31st August, 1759.


Dear Madam,-- My writing to you will convince you that no personal evils, worse than defeats and disappointments, have fallen upon me. The enemy puts nothing at risk, and I can't in conscience, put the whole army at risk. My antagonist has wisely shut himself up in inaccessible entrenchments, so that I can't get at him without spilling a torrent of blood, and that perhaps to little purpose. The Marquis de Montcalm is at the head of a great number of bad soldiers, and I am at the head of a small number of good ones, that wish for nothing so much as to fight him; but the wary old fellow avoids an action doubtful of the behavior of his army. People must be of the profession to understand the disadvantages and difficulties we labour under, arising from the uncommon natural strength of the country….







Your obedient and affectionate son,










Jam:  Wolfe

(Wolfe writing to his mother on the 31st of August 1759). 
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Bougainville tries, in this letter, to excuse his own conduct and throw upon others the blame for what he calls "the loss of the best position in the world and almost of our honour." It is nevertheless upon himself more than any other that the responsibility for this disaster rests. It was he who, charged to keep watch day and night, was the first to be surprised. He says himself that he was notified of the British landing at eight o'clock in the morning. Joannes says that he was notified by the fugitives, which would make it still earlier. Be that as it may, he knew by eight o'clock through Vaudreuil's letter of the descent of the English at the Foulon. He started out at once, but instead of flying to help Montcalm he stopped at Sillery, where he took it into his head to take by assault a stone house where the English were strongly entrenched. He uselessly sacrificed Duprat's brave volunteers there, many of them being killed, as well as Brignotel, a lieutenant of the La Sarre regiment. He was repulsed and continued to lose precious time. It was at this very moment that Montcalm, ready to give battle, exclaimed: "Is it possible that Bougainville does not hear that?" Bougainville distinctly heard the fusillade and the cannon of the two armies, since he was only half a league from the Plains of Abraham; but the blindness with which he seemed to be stricken still followed him, and he appears to have been glued to the ground. It was only towards twelve o'clock that he regained his senses upon hearing the loss of the battle…

(An account taken from Henri Raymond Casgrain (1906) ,Wolfe and Montcalm )
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Wolfe


The proofs of your efteem, and of your approbation, cannot but pleafe me, fir, as you are a true judge of military merit. Your campaigns in America, are the beft commendations of your experience, and of your ability in the art of war; and if fuccels has not attended your courage, and your prudence, it is becaufe the head who projects, cannot execute without arms. I pity'd and honour'd you in your difficulties and misfortunes.

Montcalm


I will not attempt to detract from your glory; but you are too honeft to difown the advantages you had over me. We did not play at equal game; he that has the aces at picket, muft win at laft. You commanded intrepid foldiers, who ftand againft the mouth of a cannon with a compofure and a fteadinefs not to be expected amongft the French: And I had the command of puppets, who lofe their activity and motion as foon as the leaft fpring is broke. You had all the fupplies you could defire; your troops were well payed, well cloathed, and well difciplined; and you could not want provifions whilft you were Mafters at fea; you acted, befides, unanimoufly, under a good General. As for me, I have been in fome regard abandon'd thefe two years fince, and like an exile, in that immenfe colony. My little army had been fo much neglected, that it loft all fentiment of emulation: We were always afraid of being ftarved. Six battalions were all the regulars in that army

Who could believe that the French miniftry is fo little acquainted with the ftate of our colonies, to think that number fufficient to to keep and defend a country of fuch vaft extent?… Methinks the French Monarchy is govern'd by a company of Commedians! Befides, I had not a fingle officer whofe capacity I could depend upon…

(A Dialogue Betwixt General Wolfe and the Marquis Montcalm, in the Elysian Fields London:1759, Author: Unknown) 

