The Underground Railroad – Cause and Consequence Activity Sheet

Event:  You are about to participate in a journey similar to the one slaves took in their attempt to find freedom.  As you participate in this simulation, think about what CAUSED the Underground Railroad and what were the CONSEQUENCES of its existence.
1. Cut out the following events on the separate handout.  Organize each event into one of the following categories.  Events may be put into the category you think it fits best into, but be prepared to explain your reason for choosing to put it into a particular category. 

CAUSES (C), ANTECEDENT EVENTS(A), CONSEQUENCES (CON) and                    SUBSEQUENT EVENTS (S).
2. Identify personal reasons for people to become a part of the Underground Railroad (e.g. slave – personal – wanted freedom; conductor – social – felt like they owed it to people to help). 

Personal Reasons




Social Influences

3. Identify the above possible reasons as a type of cause (e.g. economic (E), political(P), psychological(PS), environmental(EN), cultural(C), other(O)).
4. Create a Mind Map showing causes and consequences of the Underground Railroad.  Show your understanding of the various causes of the contest, and consequences of the contest.  You may use any information gathered in questions 1-3 above, and add other ideas you may have.  You are encouraged to use other sources.  The Mind Map is to be created as instructed below (Adapted from http//www.buzancentres.com/EN/index.html):

a. Use a white sheet of paper in the landscape format.

b. Use five different colors (minimum).  Use one color for CAUSE, a second color for ANTECEDENT EVENTS, a third color for CONSEQUENCE, a fourth color for SUBSEQUENT EVENTS and a fifth color for LINKING IDEAS.

c. You may use images, key words, and codes to create your Mind Map.  You may use different fonts and both upper/lower case letters.  Each word/image must be on its own line (the line must be the same length as the word or image).
d. Make lines closest to the center thicker, wavy and flowing, becoming thinner the further they get from the center.

e. Connect ideas and show important points by emphasizing through presentation.

f. Be original...develop your own style!

g. Edit, reorganize, make more beautiful, elaborate and clarify to hand in a final, finished product.
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5. Choose one cause which you think had the most significant influence on the development of the Underground Railroad and one consequence which you think was the most significant outcome of the Underground Railroad.  Explain your reason for choosing these two facts. 
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